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Paul L. Hoch, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

(1) I am a private researcher who has been studying the 
assassination of President Kennedy since 1964. 

(2) I am a graduate of the University of California, 
with a Ph. D. in physics, and reside at 25.99 LeConte Avenue, 

Berkeley, CA 94709. 

(3) I am the co-editor of the anthology "The Assassinations: 
Dallas and Beyond" (Random House, 1976), and have prepared an 
unpublished manuscript on the relationship between the FBI and 
the Warren Commission. 

(4) I have voluntarily submitted some of the results of my 
work on the Kennedy assassination to. the Rockefeller Commission 
on the CIA, to Congressional committees headed by Rep. Edwards, 

Rep. Abzug, and Sen. Schweiker, and to the House Select Committee 
on Assassinations. 

(5) On April 9, 1971, I submitted a Freedom of Information Act 
request for all pre-assassination FBI records relating to Lee Harvey 
Oswald. This request was patterned after one drafted by a member of 
the Warren Commission staff, but never submitted to the FBI. The 
Commission did not have all of these records . 

(6) The denial of this request was upheld on appeal on December 
13, 1973. The request was resubmitted, under the amended FOIA, on 
March 1, 1975. By September 1977, I had received only about a dozen 
pages in response. 

(7) On September 20, 1977, I met with Mr. William Shackelford 
of the FBI and Mr. Richard Huff of the Justice Department, to discuss 
the processing of my request, which I considered to have been 
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inadequate. During that discussion, it was established that the 
pre-assassination Headquarters file entitled "Oswald" was at the 
beginning of the large file which was then being prepared for public 
release. I explained that my request also included field office 
files, material from which may well have been added to the Headquarters 
file after the assassination. 

(8) In response to my attempts to get some of the material I 
had requested as soon as possible, it was agreed that I would purchase 
the first part of the Oswald file, if the FBI could provide it to me. 

On September 22, 1977, I picked up a copy of Volumes 1 through 3 of 
this file (105-82555), for which I paid IOC per page. 

(9) The three volumes provided to me did include the pre- 
assassination Headquarters file (with some deletions) . As I had 
expected, it also included some pre-assassination material from the 
New Orleans field office (which, I believe, had never been released 
ox even listed publicly before) . These three volumes also included 
many pages not covered by my 1975 request for the pre-assassination 
documents, but which I had expressed interest in having. 

(10) These three volumes were released to the general public 
on December 7, 1977. A copy was provided to the Associated Press 

on December 1, according to a story by Margaret Gentry the next day. 

(11) I feel that the interests of the press and the general 
public would be served by making a copy of the entire 80, 000 -page 
release available to the research community through Mr. Harold 
Weisberg or the Assassination Information Bureau, either at no 
charge or with a per-page cost comparable to commercial copying 

rates. (That is, 3.5C per page, a rate available here, rather than 
10C per page.) 




-3- 



(12) In my opinion, the reporting of the release of the first 
40,001 pages establishes that the press can benefit greatly from 
the expertise of people like Mr. Weisberg, who are familiar with 
the existing documentary record of the assassination investigation, 
and who can provide essential background information about the 
material in the FBI's files. 

(13) Like most "assassination buffs," Mr. Weisberg has made 
the results of his work available to others. Under the FOIA, the 

FBI is required to respond to requests from the press or from 

jj 

individual researchers for specified individual documents. If the 
research community can obtain its own copy of these files, the 
number of such requests, and the resulting administrative burden 
on the FBI, will probably be reduced. 

(14) I think it would also be convenient for all concerned 

if the FBI's inventory worksheets, which provide a concise list of 
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the documents being released, were made available. The inventory 
worksheets for Volumes 1 through 3 were provided to me in September 
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1977; I understand that the subsequent inventory worksheets are not 
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now being made available. 

I 

i ^c/v 

a : 

Paul L. Hoch 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this IX th day of January, 1978. 
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